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extraordinary interposition of his will in supersession
of those ordinary agencies.

In the first place, then, assuming as a fact the
existence and providence of Grod, the whole of .our
observation of IsTature proves to us by incontrover-
tible evidence that the rule of his government is by
means of second causes : that all facts, or at least all
physical facts, follow uniformly upon given physical
a conditions, and never occur but when the appropriate
collection of physical conditions is realized. I limit
the assertion to physical facts, in order to leave the
case of human volition an open question: though
indeed I need not do so, for if the human will is
free, it has been left free by the Creator, and is not
controlled by him either through second causes or
directly, so that, not being governed, it is not a spe-
cimen of his mode of government. Whatever he
does govern, he governs by second causes. This was
not obvious in the infancy of science; it was more
and more recognized as the processes of nature were
more carefully and accurately examined, until there
now remains no class of phenomena of which it is
not positively known, save some cases which from
their obscurity and complication our scientific pro-
cesses have not yet been able completely to clear up
and disentangle, and in which, therefore, the proof
that they also are governed by natural laws could
not, in the present state of science, be more complete.